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i 1o become a vority,
It will bo an enduring monument of the
euterprise and patriotiom of ogr common
oountry, tirmly vniting the two extromos
of the nation, and rendering them indis-
wolable for all time to oovme. | am, re-
spectivlly youm, Ricwarn Yarsa
FROM THOMAS ¢, DUHANT,

New Youg, Decembor 1,

o Com witl o ';f 1rra g menia, {'nion
acifie raddroad ;

The honor of inangurating the preatest
onterprise of this nge s this day youres
with the aid of the government and our
patniotic people. Tne work 18 te he
pushod vigor: msly forwared, and the day
wo celebrate the eompletion of the road
from the Miscwuri river to the Pacitic
ocenn s nearer  at hand  than our moat
sanugnine frionds anvicipate.  Respect-
fully yours, Tuomas C, Durast,

FUOM THR GOVERNOR OF CALIFORNSIA,

SackaMexNro, Docember 2, 1863,

Ualifornis acknowledges with joy the
grootings of her sister Nobiaska, and
will prove her fratornal regard by her
offurts to oxesl her wister in the rapidity
with which, earrying the iron bonds of
union, she seeka a sisterly embrace.
Mountain and desert shall soon be over-
aome

LeLaxn Stanronn, governor,
NRIGHAM YOUNG'S MESSAGE,
Savr Lakne, December 2, 1803,

Lot the hearts of the honest be united
0 aid the great national improvement,
Buranam Youxa.

THB GRERTING OF DENVER.
Drxver, Col., December 2, 1863,
DPenver sends greoting to  Omaha,
Colorado freely pledges her mountains of
gold 10 aid of your great enterprise.
AnMos STECK, mayor,

The Bullding of the Rond,

After the losation of the roal had
boon settled in favor of Omaha, aeveral
attempts wera made to induce the Presi-
dent of the United States to change it to
ather points, but the president invari-
ably roplied that the road had been lo-
osted in confor nity with the require-
ments of the charter, and he had no
right or disposition to revoko his decia.
lon.  Omaha, of oourse, now experienced
a boom, and prcacded to grow rapidly
widoer the atimulus given to it by this
great enterprise,

Early in the spring of 1864 active
work was becun on the construction of
the Union Pacifie rilroad; contracta
having baon let for the work for 100
milea west to a point in the Platte
valley, from  which surveys were con-
tinued to the 100th meridian.  After
about S100,000  had been spent on the
duo westerly course, it waa abandoned,
beenuse it waa  elaimed that it was too
Lilly to allow the road to he compleled
for o distance of 100 wilea to save the
chirtor, which required that that wmueh

of  the rosd should be finished
between  the  Missouri river and the
100th  meridian within  three  years

aftor the fiiing of the company's assent
to the organic low, filed June 27, 1863

Two new routes wera thon surveyed,

oua to the north and thenco wert; nnd
“tho other to the south, nearly to Bulle-
vue, and thenea northwest and west,
The Jutter route wascalled the “ox-bow,”
aud was shosen by the company, not-
withatanding the violent opposition of
the people of Omaha, who had great
fears that tha company intended to eross
the Missouri river at Bellovue, and leave
‘Owmalis ont in the cold. The grentest
anxicty existed at Omaha at this time.
Everything was finally harmoniously set-
tled howaver, and upon the aband m-
ment of the idea of starting from Bello-
vun Omaha braathed easy once again.

The prading was onee more pushed
rapidly forwerd, following the “ox-bow'
voute, and the laving of tha track fol
lowed almost us fast. The ties for the
voad from Omahn to the Platte valley
wero obtained from the Missouri river
bottom lands  DBeing of eottonwond
thoy wera put through the “'Burnerizing
process,” which mude them impervious
to wenther, animal or vegetable parasites,
Tho tiea for the remainder of the road
were of hard wood, and  were obtained
from Michigan, Pennsylvania and other
distant stnres, and frogquently cost as
bigh as §2 50 por tie, laid down in
Ouinlia,

Bome idea of the difliculty and eost of
construeting the Union Pacific may be
mvirie] from the fact that there was n
h:'--'di in toilroad eountunication between
Oma'is and Des Moines, o
153 miles, and comseguently everything
bad to he transported by teams from
that point, or stexmboats up the Misaou-
ri.  The compmy employed six largo
stesmmboata an the Missouri for the trane-
poriation of muaterisl, in addition to liun-
dredys of teams between Des Moines and
Omaha, This company started their shops
in Omalia soonafter beginning the work
of building the railroad, completing them
in the fall of 1860, The seventy-lhorse-
power engine for the shopa wos trans-
ported by wagons from Des Moines.

The empletion of tho first fifteen
miles of track of che Union Pacific was
celobrated by

AX EXCUNBION
from Omahs, Themas C. Durant, who
got up the excurr-ion, took & locomotive
and » flat car and invited about 20 prom-
inent gentlemen to go with him on the
firut inspection trip to the end of the
track at Suling's Grove. Among the ex-
oursionists were Gen, Shermunsnd Hon,
A..J. Poppleton. It was an enthiusias-
tic party, and ss the commissary depart-
ment was well supplied, the gentlemen
enjoyed themselves,
GENERAL EHENMAN,
who was called upon for a speech,

related  his  experience in  sinking
geveral thousand dollars, yenrs be-
fore in  Califoruis, in an effort to

start the Pacific ruilroad. He reviewed
the dreawm of other days, and concluded
with the expression of a hope that he
might live to pee the day, but cou'd
acarcely expect at his sge, when the two
ocemRNa vrnu\i bo united hy n compleie
Pacific railroad.  General Bhermun has,
vontrury to hin oxpectativne, lived to see
that day, and his tsveled over the com-
plote Pacitie railiond uniting the twa
oceans, Ha went over the rowd in lesa
than four yoars from the day he took the
trir to Saling's Greoave,

’:-‘nry twenty miles of eompleted road
was duly inepected by properly appointed
inspoctors, wnd  Dlimerons  exeursions
waro miade to the end of the track, s it
was moved from poiut to puint.  Fifry
milea of the rond was completed and in
runving onler on the 13:th of Murch,
1866, wind the commissignors of the {nv,
ermment, Geaeral 8, 10 Cartis, Colontl
J. HL Simpsom sk W M. Waite, eane
to Omaha on Apeil 16th, and the next

Aay went over the road  to
Nrlh Bond, anel accepted the
work, Iu Jaly it was anoounced  thnt

L& milvs were ready for the care.  The
gradivg eontinued very rapidly, and 1l
Cusomant Drothers, who hiud the o sntpact
for traok Inying, frequently laid the trsck
st the vate of

FIVE MILEA & DAY,

Thoere were 260 miles of road built

distance of

and from
T0ch, 1869, BEG wiles wore laid, complet:

iy the  rond, nnd comnecting
with the Central  Pacitie. In
tha construction  of  the

Pacilie there were uned 300,000 tons of
thila, HLO00 fish plata, 6,800,000 bolts,
G A260T0 ties, and 23,605,000 spikes,
Meantime

THE CENTRAL PACIFIC

and had crossed the Sierrn

of engineering skill

race butween the Union Pacitie and the

sprung upy which was likely o involve

both ronds 1 unpleasant and  merious
dillicultica, which, Thowever, wore
nettled on April ith, 1861,

by the railroad  committes of the house
of reoresentatives agreving to ask  the
pasmage of ajeint resolution declaring
that no bonda be issued to either corpora
tion for the eighty mile scction between
Ogden and Monument Point, until con.
gress arranged a plan for
THE JUNCTION OF THE ROADS,
Meantime the represontatives of the
two corporations met and agreed that the
place of junetion should be at Promon.
tory Point. Tt waas thero that the roads
were united, on the 10th of May, 1809,
THE CELEURATION AT OMANA

in honor of the completion of the Unicn
Pacific and its junction with the Central
Pucitic waa a grand and enthusiastic
wiliir. It was o general holiday for
everybody,  Private and public buildings
wero ornamented with decorations of all
kinds—tlagn, fostoons, bannera and
mottoes, A telegraph line wns run to n
building on Capitol hill, and direct com-
munieation was had  with Promontory,
where the golden spike, at the junction
of tha roads, was being driven with »
silver hammer into  the last tie, which
was of  laurel wood. Whon the last
bluw was given at Promontory it was in-
atantly known in Omaha, where one
hundred guns were ficed in rapid succes-
sion when the announcement was made,

A procession was forimed in the afrer-
noon on Farnam strect, and with flags
and banners flying, the citisens marched
to Capitol square, where the mecting was
presid d over by Governor Sanuders,
Eloguent speeches were made by Gen,
Clintm B, Fiak, of Missoari, and Gen.
Manderson and Jodge Wakely, of Owa
ha, swid the most unbounded enthusi-
asm,

The illumination in the evening was a
brilliant spectacle,  The city wis one
blaze of light, while the diaplay of pyro.
technica wans very beautiful, It was the
srandest. dav ever recorded in the history
of Omahw. The result s known to
gveryhody, The Atlantic and Pacitie
were joned by bands of ateel, and o
revolution  was  secomplished in the
world’s commuree.

THIZ MISSOUIL SPPANNED,

The Un

m Pacitic Bridge,

The mnext thing necessary after the
completion of the Union DPacitic wan the
eonstruction of a bridge ever the Mis.
sonri river, to eonnect with the eastern
railroads which had made Council Bluffs
their terminus,

The Chicago & Northwestern wnas the
firat road to reach  'maha from the ecast,
the first train arriving here on Sunday,
January 17, 1867, Next came the St
Joe & Couneil Dluffs road, now known
as the Kansas City, St. Joe & Council
Bluffs;  the Durlirgton & Missouri,
now called the Chiengn, Durlington &
Quiney. and the Chicago & Rack Ialand,
early in 18G8; and then camne the Chi-
cago, Burlington & Quiney, which was
then called the Burlineton & Missouri,
Connections with the Union Pacitic were
mide during the sumnmer by means or
transfer steamboats, aud during the win-
ter the transfer was made over an ice
hrilin.-;a

The Uwion Pacific bridge wns not be-
gun until after the enmplotion of the
road, al hough the initintory steps had
heen taken in 1866 by getting an act
paseed throngh congress, A fight arose
us to ita loeation, whether it shumld be a
low bridge at the *Telegraph Poles,"” or
a  permapent hivh  brdes down  the
river  at  “Childa'  Mills,"  Counwil
Blutls ohjeeted to the location ot the

“Telegraph Polea," and both Couneil
DBluffs and  fannha opposed  ** Ohilda’
Millse.," The locatiom whers the bridee

now stands was Ainally agrecd upon,
through the efforts of o emumittee com-
posed of Alvin Sannders, Francis Smith,
Angustus Kountze, Fzra Millard, Enos
Lowe sud C, 2. Huorferd, who went to
New York for that purpose.  On March
20, 1868, Mr. Saunders, chnirman of the
commmittes, telegraphad to Omaha, ** The
bridge is loeated at Train Table  Oma-
ha pledges thedepot grounds and 8260,
DUO; Council Bluffs pledges  8200,000;
rround and right of way will bo con-
Bmullml."

Omnha voted £250,000 in bonds ag aid
to the bridge, in conuideration that she
should have the main transfer depots,
general offices, machine shops, ete. Coun-
cil Bluils voted £200,000 in bonds, but
the eompany never received thamn,

The Missouri River DBridge company,
an organizstion which was eluimed to bhe
an independent institution, althongh com-
posed of Union Pucific stockholders, was
orgsnized under authority of a special
act of congress to build the bridge, snd
they were authorized to issue bonds to
the amount of 82 600,000, which bonds
were sold in Eogland,

The Bonmer Bridge company. of Chi-
cago, on the 4th of Sapteinber, 1868, we-
cured the contract of building the bridee
for §1,080,600, tne tima of its compla-
tion to be November 10, 1869. They
were geeatly delayed, however, and did
not get the fiest evlinder ready for sink:
ing until March, 1869, In July follow.
inyg the Union Pacific took hold of the
wirk, the contract with the YBoomer
Bridge company having been annullad,
The structurs was comjdeted on the 26rh
of March, 1873, It is 2,700 feet long—
11 spans of 260 feet each —and is com-
poaed entirely of iron  The superatrue.
ture is supported by piers, osch formed
of two dron pnenmatic fubes, sonk in
sections and tilled with coment mnsonry,
euch tube being eight und & half feot 1o
diwmeter  This biidge 18 spid to have
woat t‘-l,—l."nU,['l(JU.

-

THE CIREDT MOBILIELL

How the Pusds Wers Obiafned.
The charter of the Union Pacific re
quired that the books should he kept
open for suluoviption watil 100,000,000
This

scheme, however did uot succood, as cap-

should be subseribid and paid for,

italists looked with suspicion on the en
terprise as a profitable 1 ivestment, sud
tho plan was sbandoned. Thercupon

When mmp‘n ted | doring the year 1806; 240 miles in 1867, 'l!pnngn Frane, * Train organized the fam-

Union | perienced in spcuring money, to complote

had been pushied with equal rapidity, [sought in vain in - New  York, Phiadel
Nevada | phin, and olsewhiors, but finally in Hos
movntaing, being a warvollous trivmph | ton
Thero was a liveny {and evontually suflicient was secured for

Contral Pacific roads to butld the greateat | road, by the sale of the it mortgege nd
number of wiles, and a dungerous rivalry | Iand grant bonds of the eompnny to Hos

CPYR Ny AP iAL st

- iy - -—

taindng funds wity wiieh o build the
road.  Groat diffious v, howeser, was ex

| the undertaking, and as « conwequence
thera were tiines (l.n'in.-q th» ]H‘!l"lu.l of
construction when the con'Vany was
tinancially embarerassed, and tha' oo s
very eritieal manner.  Finuncsl Md won

considerable money was  obtamed,

the coanpletion and equipment of the

ton eapitalints,  This was in Apnl, 1508
As goon a® the money was fortheowing,
the company settled up a lwrgo indehied-
nees which it had contracted in Omaha

wid  elsowhere,  and  pushed  thon
work to completion witn & wmarvel
lous rapidity.  The effect upon Oiiha
and Nebraska 1 o wll

known to be told again at this time
The Pacific railioad, which for many
yeara, waa an ideal undertakimg, became
an accomnplished fact and one of the
greatest enterprises the world has ever
seen. It wam  accomplished too under
circumstance which were at times the
most ditficn't  and  disheartoning, aud
when we look back over the hisrory of
the construction of the Union Pacifie,
we wonder that  the gigantic enterprise
was over tinished. The men who em-
barked in the enterprise and invested
their money, aud in some instances,
risked their lives, are enntled to the
wroatest credit un well as to the fortunes
that they made out of it

The pushing of the Union Pacifis rail-
road for over 2 000 milvs over teacklosn
plains, uninhatnted save by the Tndian
and the buthdo, and over the Rocky
mountaing and  the Swerra Nevadas,
soos more like a romancs than w reality,
and no one ean read the history of the
firat through  transocontiventsl  railway
line without admiring the pluk wud in-
domitable energy of the builders of the
great national laghway.

TOCATION OF THE UNLON PACIFIO

Interesting Inturmation FProm Peter
AL Dey, the Fiest Chief Engloeer.

lowa City, November 29, 1883,
E. Rosewiter, Editor Oxana Bee:
Dean Stee—I think in 1862 1 attended
the convention in Chicago that formed
the preliminary organization of the Uunion

Pacific railrsnd. I woent there at the re-

quest of the late Henry Farnam (wfier
whom  the  prineipal  thoroughifare
in Omsha  is  named), in whoe
¢mploy 1 had  been for a  number
of  yearn,  then  the presicent  of
the Chieago & Rock Island yond, His
intention was to iuterest himself in the
project. As 1 had given closo at en-
tion to the explorations across the con-
tinent wade by the government, My
Farsum desived to avuil limself of any
information that I might possess,  The
policy of the government previous to the
war lad been to subsidize two railronds,
a northern and a southern line, and com-
llll.l'lilil'c'n'}' little attention had been ]mi(l
to eXauwining o central route. A study
of Stansbury's rurvey of Salt Lake aud
sotie other disconnected  recontomsances
had satistied e that less difficnlties
would be encountersd on n line follow-
ing the Plutto viver as jar us practicuble
and continuing west in abont that lati-
tude, than either north or south of it.

At the eonvention the compauy was
temporarily orgunized by the clection of
Wi B, Ogden as president, Henry V.
Poor, secrewry, and Thomas W, Oleott,
treasurer.  Barly in September of the
sume year, by direction of Mr. Farn, 1
went to Denver, lonked for a practicable
crossing of the mountains west of  that
pluce,  Failing to find any opening 1
went north to the hiead of Lodge Pole
crock, exwmined the conutry, and fixed
upon a cvossing of the Black Hills thst 1
regoarded as fenmible, 1 then went west
and selected a crossingof the nwin divide
of the continent aud also of the vim of
the Great Sale Luke basin, The nnture
of the country wus ruch that an engineor
had but lictle diflienlvy in tixing the route
where the road shonld go if these three

[rolints wers deterinined, the entrance to the
Sale Lake valley wis astinple matter. |
rerarned in thelall aud mnde a bl eport
with a styement of the points where the
road would cuconuter its grestest difli-
culiicgand the gradieats that would prob

avly be vpoountered.  While iy aeport
wai o favorable and the pooject sevmed
cagn e of wecomplbishment thau snoeipat-

vd, Mr. Farnan did not  pursue  the
matter further and in & shore time
went  to - Burope,  Nearly o year

elspiod and nothing was done to help 1he
project wlong Lo Aogust, 18(3, Mr.
Poavioas C. Durant telegraphed e to
meet him in New York wich such infor-
wintion as 1 had with regnrd 10 the route,
Lu Septewber, by his direction, 1 organ-
1zud ungint:miug Jrariivs, wndy BUrveys
from the wouth of thy Platte river, Belle-
vue, Omaha sud Florence over into the
FPiatte valley near Fremont, 1 also sent
a purty to run o line from Ludge Pole
creck wto the Latwnie plaine, snd wlso
over the wain divide, 1 think ~hrough
Bridger Pass, 1 a0 sent a geologist to
exannne the strata st the mountsins wnd
alomg Bitter ereck apd Green river, to
sacertain the extent nud value of the coul
wensures, wud sscertain whether iron
could be found in quantities to warrant
working,

About the fust of November I went
with Mr. Durant, Mr. Carter, & wov.
ernment  director, and the Hon.
John Kasson, to Washington, While
we were there President  Lincolo
fited the terminus of the road
at Owmsha. The ceruficate, which Le
tramed linwelf, Liited the poiut to any
place in the section 1n which tho aty of
Omnbia was located. My own judgment,
at the e, was that vi-her Bellevus or
Chulds" Mill was the proper poiut,  This
witd baged upon the fuct that it seemed
easler to hridgo the M ssourt river thoere,
sod the grades to the Platte river woulid
be bewter than further north, I never
lnew the reason for tixiug the point st
Chshin, bur supposed thatit was regarded
ws mory practicable to briog the lowas
ronds toguther thore thau st any point
fuether north ovsouth,  Daving the yeur
1864 snvveoyn were wade from O usha
Konrney, frome Lowdgo Pole erouk oonsecy -
tively, to the openng of Weber river -
to Salt Loake valivy, A survey wia ulso
mide  the all.:ll the l.lrli win LU ]
During the samn year cousiderable grad-
inyg was dooe from Omahnw s, wud are
raagenunite wors made fore procuring Lhasss
and tnber,  Congdering the difliculty
ot mecuring labor aod supplios, S do.
seph boing thy neareet post reached by
radl, very much was wocomplivched U
patire route was praciically  doterminwl
wnd w reanonnble start wos tonde towgpds
wanatrdobio, Ou the Lat of Januoary,
180b, wy relations with the road termi.
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teity of the plas," ns at

inited, Meosara J,. B Floian,

Jamen A,

Tanunry Ist, 1863, to May | sue Oredit Mobin T with the view of ob | Evana, 8 13, Reed and B B, Reagton

|w--ru mesocided with me in the work
rlr-hn duriing this period; all bat the last
gentieman renmined until the rosd was
ernpleted and added to their previcus
high reputations by the ability displayed
doring the progresa of the wirk
Respectfully, Peren A Dyy,
THE FFIRST SURVIEYS
Some Tnterestioe Tookdents Ohaincid
from Andreew Rosewnter, W
Was O of the Suiveyors,

“Yon werec one of the first BUTVOY OFS

to Mr, Avdrew IR wowater, who 1w now
the city engineer of Omahia.

“Yea, T was o member of one of the
surveymy parties,” replied he,
“Oun you give me some fucts and .
cidenta concerniug the early surveyal”
“Yes, but in a rather disconnected

manner.  You'll have to dress thom up
to suit yourseif,"
“Never mind that, Give ua some

facts; wo'll tako enre of the dresing '

YThe tirst survey of the Union Pa
citie," satd Me, IU sownter, ““was w divect
line west from Ouhin to the Elkhorn
vriver, through the Gritin farn.  In
the winter of 1864, afwr a confor-
viice with Sidaa Seywour, eonsulting en-
pineer, vl ors were issued  for surveys to
ke wade by the way of Mud ereck,
which lhine was nine wiles longer than
thy direct routs or Doy line to the E k-
horn, J. E  House, assistant ouginecr,
mide the first survey over this route,

The  engineer  oorps  camped  oue,
a4 the winter was quite  open un.
tl the first part of Juuuary, whan

thers was o heavy snow full; but the
work on this line wias steadily prosocutod
on the Mad creek route  The adoption
of this  survey, azamst the protests of
Pewwr A Dey, the chief  enginvor, was
the eatso of that gentleman’s resiguntion
the next spring.  His  place waa filled
oy Jo E. House, who was kuown as the
woting chin b engineer for some time,
Over 100,000 had been expended on the
Doy I, when it wis abaodoned, O,
of the smusing inc:dents connestod with
the work on that hoe was the ewg loy-
ment of alot of Todmn rquaws ws grad-
ers, bt this experiment soon proved o
imlure. The frst loeomotive that neeived
here wan called  the General Shorun,
It o browght here by steamer from St

Jow early in 1806 and it was tested on
threo hundred yards of the fist track
lnwa down on the wver botton,  The
passengers on the locomotive weres Joling
E. Heury, of Davenport, and hiv wifi,
Henry was the ficst superintondent of the
Unton Pavifie. A large crowd of puople
witiessed this little excursi m of the first
locomotive. 1 ean’s rememb e the name
of the engineer. The sccond locimotive
wias nimed  MePherson, snd  was sl
trneported by stemmer from St Joe, 1
drove the stakes for the first round nowse
and the wain shops, in emnection with
Assstunt Enaineer Shotwell,

*How ahvuat the far-west surveys, Me,
osewnter??

“At thia time all the diviaion enginecra
were out on survess up the Platte valley
and neross the Rocky mountiis James
Evans, dwvigton engineer, sturted fron
Ousha on April 16ch, 1864, to make n
rutvey fromithe foot of the Black Hills, nnd
at the same time F. M, Case waus imaking
marveysn  fouth  towards  Denver, and
l’m-ra-_\-' T. Beown was surveying neross the
plains, thie side of the Rocky monntains
Oue hundred  thousand  dollara were
spent that year for cnginearig, the
monry being advanced by Thomas C
Darant, 1o took us one month to reach
the foot of the R r-:ky monntains,  Wa
had three tenma and 14 men,  Among
our party thare were Wilsy Dixon, Andy
MeAusland and Fred Boegel.  When we
renched the mountging we wore visited
by un old Indian elief, who had o Mex.
fean, who con!d tulk Eovlish, as an inter-
preter, This ebief had s wedal which
hehad veceived while on a visit to Wash-
ingtm from President Franklin Pierce.
When informed by the surveyors of the
intention of runping a raidrond  throngh
that country he sheok Ios head and  snid
it would be nnpossibile to eondtrut o mil-
rond through w region that had neither
vrasa tHor wiater.,  Uhis wus oo’ the bank
uf Lodee Pole ereck.  vhres yesrs aftor.
ward tho raiirond reschod that point. We
Imid ont the wsite of Choyonne in the
spring of 1867, havineg nothingalse todao,
nd we could  procesd no further st that
i oty pecount of auow,  Three months
sfterwards, inJaly, the railrond rewled
Chioyennn, Our stakes wers forn up
and modified under the diecction of o,
vodlge. Upon e returen of aur party in
the fuld wo found Cheyenne, the ** magie
was called.
place of HOVD peaple. Tt was then the
teravinns of the road, snd was one of the
Liveliest border towns L eversuw. 1t wan
the greatest gambling conter in the west.
[ta population was ade up mostly of
g hlers, Blacklege. desperadoes aud wd-
venturers, and it was tdeed & quict day
when two or three wen were uot shot
und killed,

“ | remember during the early sur.
veys of mecting old Bridger at Fort Lar-
amio, Fort Bridger sud Bridgor Pass
were nmmed after him.  He had come

west  when o wmere  boy, and
had  spent  all his  lifs thero.
When he  discovercd Salt  Lake, he

thought, upon tasting the water, thut he
had come ko the Pactic oconn,  Ho wur
born in St Lonia, and  when  spoakiug
uf the streets lie called them cunyous.
He did not believe that it was practics-
ble to build a railrowd through thut coun-
try for the suwwe reasous that hued been
given by the old Tndian chief,”

“How far west did you survey(”

“My party went olear through to
Gireen river, From (reen rivor west-
wurid thoe surveying wan dune by & party
in churge of 8. B Leod. Tnis was the
wost diticule part of the whols survey.
wnd  gront assistance was roudered by
Brighun Youung "

“*Whon the cars began runuing, what
did the Indus ook of  the tran horast?

“ho the wpring of 180% when the rowd
wan completed abot 40 miles, o lurge

hody of Indiins wore mvited to moe a
utoving train, sl they assembled with
their fuoabies wlong the k. Whon

ths trsin caow along the vnginser blew
his winstle long wnd loud, wod Lot off
wheam,  cawsiing a berrihle racket, which
frighoned the Todisns,  who turaed sl
tod In great torror. After  becoming ue

cuiployed on the line of the Union Pac | thick that  (requontly thoy
cific raitroad,” said & BeE feprescutativi | driven away to allow the patenge of the |

’wn named aftor him. A young man
rimmed Clark, A relative of
Horsco ¥, Clark, aftorwacds  pres
vlent of the rond, wis alss kitled
Wa frequently had some vory uarrow es
capes from the Indinns.  Ameomg othoer
capera they ones oarriod off thirty milos
of telowenph wire,'

YO goursn you sufferad hardships at
timesd

“Vory frequontly,  In tha apring of
| I86T wo marched 90 miles theou oh anows
toa oot deep, and  eould  not eroas
the wountaine on aceomt of  anow

When we érosaed the plainn the  butfado | nriles
and antelope wore very thick, and woe had

plenty  of frosh meat, which

1'Ir‘|p--1l L]
ot considerably

The atlaloes wore 8o |
hatd  to Iu—!
ox freight tening that wers then erosddng |
the plamns.  The buifaloes were o tamo |
that thoy eamo np to the trovghs st old |
Fort Kooy o dreink. When  we
crosmed the RWed desert wa had to Carry
water for m whole week in bacrats,  Wo
ran ont of water and wore loft i o sori-
ous pradicament.  Had it not boen for a
hueavy rain atorm one nicht woe would
have died bofore wo could have got wa-
tor,  Wo dug heles in the ground and
thus collected snough wator to carry us
through to» Bitter Crook, "

HCah you give us anything olse regand.
ing the early days of the Union Pacifiet!

CWell, for a while | was inapector of
tiea and bridge matorial at Onmha. The
tiea wero floated do«n the river on rafts,
and wore brought up the river in steam.
ers. Joln A. Horbach was s hoavy con.
tenctor in those daya.  In the spring of
L8G6 the river was unusually high, and
carried off an immenso numbor of tios
and swopt overy portion of the fiest
mile of track. Ono of the steamboats
wns alno sunk, ™

“Who woro the ehiof engineera of the
road "'

“First eame Poter AL Doy, who was
followed by J. . House, who was net.
iy chiof enginoer nutil the appointimoent
of B Read, The next was Generak
Dadge, who wasfollowad by T 18 Sioklos.
The presenc chivf ongineer, Mr. Rlick-
ensderfor,  was the  man solected by
the governmoent ty determine what con-
stituted the Roeky Monuntain division.”

A Futarview Waith J, K, House,

HWhaen di' you bogin your surveying
work on the Uaion Pacifie?” tnquirel a
spocial Bea oo noussionor of Me, J, B
House, who had charzo of the first sur-
vays on tho oastorn division of the road.

S oamy horsin Octobar, 1833, Car
aurveys were alarwed on the L4th of that
wmouth,  Wo atarted a line from the
rivor to the waitwaed, anl crossed the
E khora river at the praseat location,
Wo wora angagal duving the wintor of
1B63-G4 in muking sueveys betweon what
inow known as the Sisux City & a.
cifie, on tho north, and tho latto river
on the south.  Wa really made two loca-
tions from Omaha to Promont.  Ono was
on the Doy line to the Elkhorn river,
and tho other was up the vallov of the
By Papilthion by the way of Blldhorn
City nndd Boll Qreck. T was in charge of
tho sueveys and loeations, and was the
enginoor of eonstraction for the conirac.
tis, Petoc A Doy was the chiof engi.
noer of the raileond eompuny ™

“*Whaon did you begin: geading on the
Doy linel"

HWe hagan grading on the Doy line in
tho spring of 1864 Me N. L Villisms,
of Syracuso, N Y., had charge of the
firat four milea to the summit, und Lowis
Cormichunl  had chargo of the work he-
yond.  Wo worked an the grade during
the summer of 1864 T think it was in
Januory, 18635, that tha Chicago & ok
Paland was completod from Geinnell to
Kallor, and the entivs force of mon and
tearms wad teansferrad from that road to
the Untan Pacitie, and right in the milst
of this orders came to chango tha loea-
tion of the read 1o the Mued Croek
route.”

*Whon did you make the changoet”

“Not uuil February, as 1 had o sur-
voy the new ronte; but meantime 1 kept
the muen at wiork on the Dey line inorde
to hold them. By the way, during the
sumimer of 1364 wo worked a very small
foree on the grade, not averasing st
times over twenty five mon, the troublo
betng that thy feeighiters kept hirmyg our

Y = —— = —

| thy extenaive sh e of the Tadon Pacifie,

A

1 over 200 miles of road in
at the rate of 25 wiles an
Harbiagh, Carter and
and inapected the
lpl"l'lll'ﬂ of the
iward, The

|Imz pases |
| et hores,
jlh ur.  Momars .

Sherman, went on

balamee of the eomplats,
’r.n-l. and thom roturmed e 000
rent of the party waot om o vnyer l‘y
stnge from Fort Kearney, o th,Y 001
nection it may be statod tha abors p\."v
enimn from Chionge over the Chicngs &
Northwomtorn rond 1o the end of e
traek, 400 ualea wert of Olicage, and
feom the end of the track tlll.'y eamn to
(Amihia |r_v wtagn, a distanes of ninoty
Bofore wroeording on their '|'f|.‘
westwand from Omalia they  ex bl

whioh had bron ccustravted within the
st pranar,

Mr Sevmour sud Nis compnnions re.
turned Seom Colorady early 1 Octaber,
Mr, Soymone i writing an aceonnt of
him trip saud: “The sevie al g the road
was both intoresting acd excitiog  Hore
was n fine passonger atntion in eooreae of
conatruction; thero, o freight or wator
AtaTion wie Deing put up as if by nmgio
Now, wo wore halted upon a sido tmek
to nllow n teain of thicty or forty cars
Indon with ties, eails, chairs aud spilos
for the track, to pass.  And then we
would mest o teain Laden with stone o
other matorml for the foundations o
superatructiuroof s distant bridge, Every
thing and everybody scomed full of life
and enorgy; and all working to the same
great N:l‘. and boeing  directed by the
same master mind.” Mr, Seymour's lot-
tors to the New York ZVmes concerning
this groat ontorprise, attraced a groat
denl of attention, and wore afterwards
published 1t a little volamo entitlod
“Wostorn Incidents.”  1n one of his lot-
tera ho took occasion to pay the follow.
ing

TRIGUTE TO THOMAS ¢, DURANT:

No ono who knows Me Thomas

Durant, tho viee president of the Union
Paetlic rmleond, nind has witnessod hisen.
tire devotion to this groat enterprine, and
the untiving energy which ho has brought
to beae in overcoming  the many ditfioul-
tios inits eapid construction, while neting
a4 the princip sl exseative officer of the
company, in the abasnee of the president,
Guon, Dix (whoso timo, darong the late
war, was pr neipdly dovoted v his dutics
in tho army), will hositate o award to
him the highest honores, both as a milroad
manngor and pablic bunefastor.

Oue your ngo, not o wmile of rond had
heon secopted by the governmeat; only
twolvo or lifteon miloa had hesn Ini'l woat
of Omahag and it was struggling wlonge ot
thy rato of from one quirter to o half
milopor day,  To-luy, two huadesd and
focty milos of track have boon noeepted
by the government.  Somo twelve or fif-
toon Suvles  additional  have boen com

pleted, nnd it is stowmlily progrossing at
the rate of from one and  w half to two
wilos por day.  Fourteen  thowand and
two hiandeed foot, or fweo aond soven tenth
rni ey Tiave been Lliid i o single day

Cno year ago, the fouadations  were
commuoenond for tha machine shops at the
oastorn terminus of the rowd,  Today,
they are subatantinlly completed, and
full operation, with stalls for twonty loco.
motives, awd moachinery for domng the ro-
paira of threo hundreed miles of road; also
car-shopa, manufacturingand taening ont
two ears onch day; and the whols giving
employimont t thros hundeod snd fifty
wechanics,

One yoar ngo, there were only three
locomotives and twoenty platform cars on-
gugad in the teansporation of wntorials

l'u-q!m.\'. tlmrn Ara lwn-ur._\'-i hrae oo vno-
tivos, and cwo hanpred and filty freight
cary amployed in the sumo business—tive
ficat-clasa passongor ears, with tho neces

anry  wnil and  bagengs cars, and  two
magnilleent excarston auld sloeping cars,
propaved for their approprinte uss

One yeur ago, passongera for Denver,
Salt, Liako, and San Franciseo woere
oblized to ride the whole distancs from
the Missouri river in old- ashioned,
stago-conches, hacks or  mud-wagons

Today, thore are no atazes running cust
of Fort Kearnay; and nearly ono half the
distance to Donver may be travelod in
ten hours, and in the most luxurious
pPAsEOnYer cars,

Ono year ago, every pound of froight,
ownd ovither by the govermment or in-
dividials, had to bo tranaported west of
the Misaouri, by menus of ox or wuly
toams, at tho slow rate of (ifteen or
twenty miles por day.  To-day, cuars
heavily  Inden with governmoent  stores
and  private  freight, destined for the

mon awiy fron usfor teamsters, 16 was
alinmat tapossible to koep men,”

UWhon was the track laying  boegna!” |

Yla Aigzast, 186D Wa lnig, and ol |
exaniined and Ill:l'l-ph'l‘. f-l"ly mwmiloa ol
track by Jaanarey, IS66 Feon this time
work progresand very rapidly.  Daring
the wintor of 186547 the headgusrtais
of the superatendont of construction
woro ut Novth Platte, and during the
winter of 186708 at (”I.t')'-‘llllu i

“Whan did  Chief Eugineer Doy re-
signl”

I Fibrusrey, 1865, T was then divi-
sion enginoer in chareo of constroetion for
the contractors,  When Chief Eogineer
Resod cnme, e Doy's sucovasor, in Jiiin-
ary, 1866, [ was transforrad to the engi-
neer department of the rond. 1 located
the second 100 miles of the vond in the
month of Fobruary that yoar.”

“Whers were your headquarters in
Omahad"

“Over Caldwall & Hamilton's bank,
until the fall of 1805, when the construe.
tion dopsrtmont moved thoir oflices to
the littly old easitol building —tho first
capitol of Nobrasku—on the wust aide of
Ninth watreet, botweon Farnam and
Douglas, [t waa long sinco tore dewn,
Our oftices rematned in that building un-
wl 1800 "

Dl you evor have ordors to stop
work, aud go to Bellovus with a view of
loeating the rond from that poine?"”

W had such orders, but they were
revoked in a fow days,”

s
VISIT OF GOVERNMENT
(BIIEN

[ —

An Inspootion Teip Oyver 217 Miles of
Teavk —2A Tribats to Thomas C,
Durant,

P A——

DIRECT-

In Soptemher, 1866, the government
dirvctors, Hon, Jesse L. Willisms, of
Indisow; Hon T 0 Carter, of Lilinois;
Hon. Springer Marbsugh, of Pennayl-
vauing sud Ha Charlos T, Sherman, of
Olio, accompanisd by Silns Saymour,
consultiog enginner of the Union Pacitio,
wmado i trip uf ifl(imu:li-l!l aver tha eoin-

austosivd o the wogine, howevor, they
froguently saumed themselvin by racony
with the teatna on thair ponios,  Talking
ahoat Tndigm, reaaniids mas that they fre
avotly teantled the surveyors s well s
OISR rm ot s jusrbies, g Gnea . or
twion atinckul the teatos alier the road

tho

Wign i "I.'I' ed 0 ute o nuabar of agre
veyora werg killied, among the number
bhong Parey 1. Brosn, This hapjeand

in 1847, o the moanoins, wod Paey

atation wis taiied o bvoaor of . Mre
Hull, a brothwranduw of Byron Reed,
wis illed the smne year, agd Hillsdale

plated portion of the road,  Hon Guorgs
Ashuoun, of Massachusetts, whi' way also
nilirector, dil not acsom siny the party

Ui the morning of the Lith of Bsptem.

her thess wontlomen, wceompanicd by
Gen G, M. Diodge, chiefl enginger,
Major Boot, and Major Chesepugh,

took noapscial train, in chargoe of Me, 8
I3 Waol, the goueral -nlpnriui_.-.u leut, tor
¥ TYETTY, T k, which was then

the t ack,
Iid 217 aniles westword.  “Choy arrived

wontorn hllli]" of the continent, are nt-
Pachod  to the constyrndiion tewinn, wnd
fined their way in tweaty-four howes to
thy eud of the teack, mnny nules west of
the oine hundreedeh mercidinn,

Une yoar ngo the great Union Pacifie
ratleond was vegarded as o myth, and the
e engaged e and eontrolling 1, as o
uet of stock-jobbing, Wall strect spuocua-
Latora, "locday it as Known and  felt to
bow power and o reality; and Mre. Do
visnit o Lis wasocintes are bulioved to be
in carneat and fully capublo of carrying
aut to successful completion the -
woth work which they have uidertaken,
When ib is remebered that this tran-
sition has boen necomplished in one short
year, in a country destitute  of lubor,
mterisls and supplies; and with noth-
g but  the dengerous and uncer-
cortsin - poavigation  of the Missourt
tiver to rely upon during the summer
months us o basis of operations, it must
bo aduitted that s new ors is dawning,
or ruther hat slready beon suce wsfully
insugurtaed, in the history of railroad
connatiuc o,

A MEMORADBLK EXOUKRSION.
—_——.—— —

A Farty of Distingulshed Citlzens of
the Unltedd =tamies Tuke o ‘Irip
to the 100th Merldian—I1kn
Walo's Specch at Chi-
cago,

The most notable excuraion during the
construction neriod of the Union Pa-
ciflic railroad ocourred in Octoner, 1866,
It was eallod the Pacitic railroad excur-
sion, and was organizad in New York city.
On Thurs liy, the 18:h of Octaber, it was
offlcially announcod that the excursion
Lad reached Ohicago, nod inight be ex-
puectad to arrive in Oumaha on the follow-
ing Monday morningz,
The wayor immedistely convened the
city council, and the president of the
hoard of teade eallod that body togothor
for the purposs of eanferring upon  the
aubject, and making avenugements to
yive the distinguished visitora & proper
ruception.

It was finally arranged hat the fraedom
ot the ity ahould be tendursd to the ex-
curnionista, and that o geand recoption,
ball and suppor should be givon them
at the Hordon Houwss, o the  evening of
their areival.

Ths wxeursion was gotten up by the
wnangera of the geont national soterprise
to welubrabo the complesion of the fiest
division  from the Missour river to the
LOOth meridian of longitude, which was

uppesite Fort Kearney at 4 poowm,, huy-

Hoxie,
the
caro hud been assignod the transportation
on the Missourt river, a distance of two
hundred and {ifty wiles, by river, frons
St Jdoreph to Omalin; and aiso the sub-
siatence of theentire pary uutil its return

cluding My

(uarters. on

finshod  withm eousidurably less than a

Invitations wera nosordingly extanded
to the prosident of the United States,
and members of hin vabinet; nlwo to all
the membera of congross, foraign  minis-
tors, military and  naval eommanders
nn-l‘tn the principal railroad men nrl‘
lewling enpitalista thranghout the entine
try, to join ina geand  excursion from
New York eity to the 100th meridian, in
tha Groat Platta valloy, & distance of
about L7000 milew, and “more than half
wav soroen the continent,

Noveas' oo excnrsion of shinilse charao.
ter ared  mcetitinde had ever hoan pro-
Jeeted in thin, oF Any other esuntry; and
the parties  most interostod waore, of
course, antiring in thele eflorts bo muke
it complote roceras,

The different lines of sonnecting rail-
ronds, atenmbonts ard stages botweon
New York and Ondn, were at ancey
placed wt the diap mal of the company by
their liberal and enderprining Mmanngery,
who seemed Yo vie with onely wthor e
their efforts %o aid the Upios Paoifie
Railroad compaay in ity groat and some-
what aovel undoftaking.

Very much to tho regret of the exe

curaiontsts, s woll as the receptior inte -
along the route, Genornl John A, Bix,

tho prosiclont of the company, was pro-
vented from accompanying the party, by
recoiving  from  che prosident of the
United States, the appsintmont of minis
The mansgers of the road thought this
shonld not only be suitadly advertised to
the world, hat s isfactorily veritied by
thoe  proper  officers  of  the gov-
ommont and  membors  of  congress.
tor to Franoo, just previous to it dopart-
ure from Now York., The charge of the
exoursion therofore devolved upon Me,
T!_qumlm O Durant, views president, and
Musars,  Sherman, Oook, Dillon, TLme
banl and Dall, dirsctors; nssisted by Mr.
B. F, Bunker, ass*stant noeretary of the
eompany; Cilonel No A Geatner and Mr.,
E Simmonda, from the New York otiea.
The party, consisting of about one
hun-[rul persona, fully  supplicd with
everything that eoula ho improvised or
thought of forits comfort nid vnjoyment,
loft Now York on Monday evening, £o-
tober 1hh, by way of the New .Jeraey
and Pennsylvania Couteal railronds, to
Pittabury;  and  the  Pittsbarg, Fort
Wayue & Chicagn  railroad o Chicage,
whaore they arrived in high spirits ou tho
following Wadnesday eveaing
Considerable  acceessions  of  invited
wuests were mnae  to the party on  the
way to, and at, Chieago,
Several of the excursionista preferred
to remain u day or two at Chicago, and
then proceed over the Chicago & Northe
westorn railroad, in company with the
oflicers of that road, to Dvnnison, and
from thence to Omaha by stage.  But by
far the Jargost portion, accompanied by
the Great Wosrern Light Guard  band,

started feom Chivag s on Thursday morn-
ing, Octaber 19ch, by way of the Chies

Burlington & Qinoy, and the llmmib&i

& Saine Joseph ralronds, and arrived at
StoJuseph on the following Friday eve-
i,

Hore they were mot hy Mr, H. M,
the pencral western agent of
Union  Pacifie vailroad, to whoae

to Saint Jum']lll.
Two of the largest elass M gsonr river

packuts—the Denver, Captain Waddoll,
and the Colomdo, Captain Hoopor—with
an additional band of wmnsie on board,

wors in resdiness to receive the party on
ita arrival at Saint Joseph; and the ex-

cursionists soon forml theriselves with

hands playing and eolors flying steaming
up tha great Missouri river,

The journey from Saint Joseph to
Omaha was necorplished, without seri-
ous accident or dutontion, in less than
forty-eight hours; and the party reached
the eastern terminns of the Union Pa-
citis ratlrond on Monday morniug, the
220 of October, huving beon on the way
from New York o lttle less than one
week.

FORMATION OF THE ELKHORN CLUB,

That portion of the party which had
crosaed the stute of lowa by lund, in-
Porry Fl Smithi, the vice-
prosident, and Me, George Lo Dunlap,
thie general superintondens of Ui Chicago
& Novthwestern vailad, Messra, Tuier,
Ayer, Bowen, Crover, and several othe
vis Jrom Cliueago, hsving vejoined the
party in the morning, were assipned  to
the  ruilroad  compuny's
stemer Blkhorn, which lay at the lad-
g dmvmedintely nervoss the bows of tho
stommet Denver,

Lt should hore be vecorded for the ben-
ofit of ull Turure historiaus, that, on this
momorsile day, sud upon the stemner
Elkhorn, the Gunous, and never-tio-be-
forgotten Elkhorn cluly was duly oig -
teod and established wpon w tiem, sud it
wits then hoped an enduring basis,  The
alub aueluded 1 its wembership all the
pioneer ofticers of the Union Pacitie, and
ather loeal railromd and stage wen, and
it waus the Elkhiorn elub that sugeested
the wea of a pair of elk-horng s the
crest or cont of arvms of the Upion Pa-
cilie.

THE REUVEPTION AnD BALL,

The wuthorities of O.nsha were on the
alort at an early hour for the purpose of
woloomwing and  entertuining the dis-
tinguished party. Governor Sauoders
Socretary 'addock, Mayor Miller, an
Vice - President Putrick, of the board of
trdle, suon wady heir uppearance upon
the steamer, and welevined the excur-
sionists in appropriate sposvches, tender-
ing them the freedomn of the city and
I.urrirurr, aud inviting them to s recep-
tion ball st the Herndon in the evening,
all of which were duly responded to aud
neeopted by Seuntor Patterson, Govern-
ment  Dipector Shorman, sud others of
tho party.

Curringes were in waiting, to  convey
such of the nnmber as duvsired to leave
the boats, either about the town, to the
hovels, or to the residences of several of
the private fawilivs, which had been
moat liberally thrown open for the ovea:
Blon,

The excarsionists, with their insignia
of ribbous and rossctes, wers soon to ba
seeti in all parts of the town, aud swow,
the extensive workshops of the l'ﬂlllolg
onnpany, uvndently delighted and some-
what as oniahed to find chonmalves, wfere
nowork's juncneying westward from New
York, stid amonyg peopls of weslth, re-
Lt sud enterprise,

I'ho bullin the evenig, however, was
preerhiapis the greatest surprise, 'l'h._: Jres-
v of General Phillip 5t George Couke,
ganmnindiing the departient, with  Lis
ptall; Coavernor Ssunders, Culef.J ustice
Kellogy, Bocretary Paddock, Senstors
Thujyer aud Tipton wll of Nu_'ll'ukll; to-
gether with the eiry anthoriies, aud the
wodlthy, snterprising, business sud profes-
sions) e of Ouealis, wich theie  faudgs
lies, all couduoed to wake it an enter-
v tunent which would huve done oredit
1o wny gatheting of o similer charicyer un
Chicago, Washingron or Now Yok,

WENTWALD BOUSND,

Next morning the vasterit pxeursions
iats tnspectod the raileosd whops, wd
then prosceded to the e oursion  tsin,

your [row the tiwe required by law,

cousisting of niue carsa drawn by two
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